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1. Introduction

Blaan (Bilaan) is a language with an estimated population of approximately

200,000 mainly in the Provinces of South Cotabato and Davao Del Sur,

Republic of the Philippines. Blaan speakers are also found in the mountain

ranges of Koronadal stretching into the Provinces of Sultan Kudurat and

North Cotabato as far north as Lake Buluan. Sarangani Blaan and Koronadal

Blaan are the two major dialects of the Blaan language although other

dialects exist in the central area between these two dialects and along the

Davao coast. All are to some extent mutually intelligible.

The Sarangani dialect from which the comparative wordlist is composed

comprises some 75,000 speakers and is located on the Sarangani Peninsula.

The general boundaries of this dialect are the Glan River in the north and the

islands of Balut and Sarangani off the coast of Mindanao in the South. Some
pockets of Sarangani Blaan speakers can also be found north of the Glan

River and along the Davao coast.

Field work has been carried out by the author since 1970 and by her co-

worker, Barbara Blackburn, since 1959. Until 1973 they resided in

Laguimit, Margos, Glan, South Cotabato. Further research was done from

1974-1980 with Blaan refugees in General Santos City. From 1982-1990 the

researchers have resided among the Koronadal Blaan in Barrio Blaan,

Malungun, South Cotabato. Data for this wordlist was gathered with the able

assistance of Ricardo and Saring Roque, native speakers of the Sarangani

Blaan dialect.

Linguistic research on the Blaan language has been recorded by James

and Gladys Dean (1953-1955), Norman and Doris Abrams (1956-1970),

Betty McLachlin and Barbara Blackburn (1959-1971), and Mary Rhea

(1972-1990). Fr. Theodoro A. Llamzon has also carried out research on the

Blaan language as have other scholars.
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Map 13. Blaan language area
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